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There is only one way a boy from Williston ends up being one of five contestants vying for $100,000, a record contract and title of Best New Act in Country Music from the Colgate Country Showdown.

"A lot of hard work and perseverance," Eldon Johnson said.

Johnson, a Williston native, started off his career as a performer as a member of bands in the local school system.

"Growing up being in a band from fifth grade on in the Williston school system certainly helped shape me," Johnson said.

Johnson played in bands around town with his friends Delmar Falcon, Bill Falcon, Dean Vestal, Les Trottier and Jim Ed Hodges. Playing with them gave Johnson a platform to perform and grow as a musician. 

	


"That's where I really cut my teeth on how the whole band concept works and started honing my vocal abilities and my instrumental abilities," Johnson said.

His taste for country can be attributed to the environment which shaped him.

"Country music has reigned supreme in the state as a whole but definitely in the western part of the state," Johnson said.

The place to showcase country music was in the competition, the Colgate Country Showdown.

This wasn't the first time Johnson has been a competitor in the Showdown.

	

	


"The first time I did the contest was in 2003 ... in Williston," Johnson said.

It would be a few more years before Johnson would again try his hand at the competition.

"I decided to do it again this year after discussing it with a career consultant in Nashville," Johnson said. "I'd kind of sworn off the contest."

Johnson entered at the Lisbon local competition, won that and moved on to the state finals in Grafton. After winning in Grafton he won the Midwest Regional on Oct. 27 beating out other acts from North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois, Nebraska and Missouri.

"Basically we're down to five finalists out of about 50,000 that start the competition," Johnson said.

Relocating to Fargo has also helped Johnson mature as an artist.

"Since I moved to Fargo about three years ago I've just been playing acoustic shows, just my solo performance," Johnson said. "When you're out there with just you and your guitar and a microphone you'd better know what you're doing or it will be very obvious if you don't. That certainly helped to hone my skills."

The competition has also helped Johnson get exposure.

"It really feels like things are starting to pick up momentum for me in my career and I'm not going to do anything but keep adding fuel to the fire," Johnson said.

There is always more pressure than just on stage performances for an independent musician.

	

	


"I've been pushing for so long and when you're an independent artist, it's all on you," Johnson said. "I promote like crazy, I work almost every night on promotion and publicity, on my website. It's never ending, but I love it."

With all the success Johnson has been experiencing he hasn't forgotten his Williston roots.

"I'm a proud North Dakota boy and proud Willistonian and I love to come back. I haven't been home since I won the Midwest Regional so it's kind of nice to be able to share that with everybody," Johnson said. "It really means a lot to come back and see everybody and share it with everybody."

Johnson said it's a good step forward in his career to get this far into the contest.

"I think even just being there win or lose...is big," Johnson said. "If I can win this I look at this as a huge opportunity and launching pad into whatever the next level is going to be."

Johnson said he has high hopes for the future and wouldn't consider being at the Country Music Awards far off.

"If you're going to dream, dream big," Johnson said.

Johnson will be playing at 3 p.m. Sunday at the James Memorial Center in Williston. For more information on Johnson, or to hear some of his music, visit his website at www.truenorthzone.com or for information about the concert, call 774-3601.

Johnson doesn't see himself letting up on his dream any time soon.

"This has been a dream of mine since I was a little kid and nothing's stopping me," Johnson said.

