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Eldon Johnson Wins Colgate Country Showdown MIidwest Regional
By KBC Staff
Nov 1, 2007 - 10:00:58 AM

 
Nashville, Tennessee (October 29, 2007) – Eldon Johnson, the North Dakota State Winner, from Fargo, North Dakota walked away with the Midwest Regional title and an all-expense paid trip to the National Final of the 26th Annual Colgate Country Showdown in Nashville, Tennessee. Held at Royal River Casino in Flandreau , South Dakota , the Midwest Regional featured eight other acts, who competed after winning their local and state competitions. They were Blind Joe KBOT Detroit Lakes, MN ( Minnesota State); Charissa WDMP Dodgeville, WI ( Wisconsin State); Brock Finn KIQK Rapid City, SD (South Dakota State); Melanie Hiatt KDMG Burlington, IA ( Iowa State); Maria Lozoya KRGI Grand Island, NE ( Nebraska State); Nelsonville (Andy Campbell & Joe Kelso) KSJQ St. Joseph, MO ( Missouri State); Rachel Searfoss WMOK Metropolis, IL ( Illinois State) and Red Higgins and Yankee Train (Lance Greggorich, Steve Hamm, Red Higgins, Terry Lekie, Lisa Marie & Todd Olson) WLDY Ladysmith, WI (Northern Wisconsin/Michigan Upper Peninsula State).
Johnson won his local competition sponsored by KQLX of Lisbon , ND and the North Dakota State Final before advancing. Born and raised in the small town of Williston , in the northwest corner of North Dakota , he exhibited a talent and penchant for writing poetry, as well as an insatiable love of music at an early age. These two fascinations naturally meshed, and Eldon began writing songs at the age of 17. He continued his musical endeavors while attending college at the University of North Dakota, where he obtained his Masters degree in Physical Therapy in 1995. Since then, he has continued playing music throughout the upper Midwest , garnering a tremendous following of loyal and devoted fans. He formed the band, True North, with Jim Ed Hodge and on their first attempt, the duo won North Dakota/South Dakota State in the 2003 Colgate Country Showdown. This early success prompted the release of Eldon and True North's debut CD, "Down The Road," which was released in April 2006. Being a multi-faceted artist, Johnson's wide-ranging contributions to the album include lead and harmony vocals, acoustic guitar, and all of the drums and percussion—as well as self-producing the album and writing 12 of the 14 songs. Now residing in Fargo , Johnson continues to hone his skills as a singer/songwriter/performer and works as a Contemporary Music Coordinator at Faith Lutheran Church in West Fargo . His style has been described as a "unique concoction of contemporary country, Americana , bluegrass, and folk."  Performing Home, an original piece, and Hal Ketchum’s Small Town Saturday Night in Saturday’s competition, he displayed his vocal and songwriting talents. 
In January, Johnson will compete in the National Final at the Ryman Auditorium in Nashville , Tennessee as one of the five regional winners from across the country competing for $100,000 and the coveted National Title of Best New Act in Country Music.  The National Final will air nationwide, over syndicated television in March and April, with a second airing to follow on Great American Country (GAC) in May. 
About the Showdown: Each year, more than 50,000 artists compete in local competitions throughout the U.S. Throughout all four levels – local, state, regional and national – of competition a uniform judging system is used. The 1-10 point scoring system is used for the following categories: Marketability in Country Music, Vocal/Instrumental Ability, Originality of Performance; Stage Presence/Charisma and Talent with bonus points for song writing. Past local, state and regional winners include Martina McBride, Miranda Lambert, Neal McCoy, Sara Evans Brad Paisley, Erika Jo, Billy Ray Cyrus, Garth Brooks and Billy Dean. The Colgate Country Showdown has become the largest country music talent search and a tradition in country music.  For more info rmation about the Colgate Country Showdown, log on to www.colgatecountryshowdown.com. 
About Colgate: Colgate-Palmolive is a leading global consumer products company, tightly focused on Oral Care, Personal Care, Home Care and Pet Nutrition. Colgate sells its products in over 200 countries and territories around the world under such internationally recognized brand names as Colgate, Palmolive, Mennen, Softsoap, Irish Spring, Protex, Sorriso, Kolynos, Elmex, Ajax , Axion, Soupline, and Suavitel, as well as Hill's Science Diet and Hill's Prescription Diet pet foods. For more info rmation about Colgate's global business, visit the Company's website at http://www.colgate.com/.   
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